Number Stampings On All Hydraulic Components

There are numbers stamped into the components in
various locations. The numbers represent a type of date
coding and are easily interpreted. The date represented by
the stampings is not the casting date, but rather the date of
assembly and testing of that component. It has been my
experience that date coding normally falls within a three to
four week period before the assembly date, although six fo
eight weeks before assembly date is not that unusudail,

PUMPS (Manufactured by Vickers): There are numbers
stamped on the side of one of the two mounting ears. (See
Photo #3.) There seems to be no consistency as to which ear
or which side of the ear. The prefix is always a capital letter
J. followed by a seties of numbers. The last number repre-
sents the last digit in the calendar year (4=1954, 5=1955,
etc.). The preceding numbers represent the numetrical day
within that year as you would count from 1 (the first day of
the year) to 365 (the last day of the year). So01=Jan 1,
32=Feb 1, 121=May 1, etc. Examples: J205 is the 20th day of
1965 (January 20, 1955); J2036 is the 203rd day of 1956 (July
22, 1956). Don't forget that 1956 was a leap year.

VALVES (Manufactured by Saginaw): The numbers are
stamped on the valve adaptor, where the adaptor and
valve body are bolted fogether. (See Photo #4.) The stamp-
ing Is deciphered in the same manner as the pumps: a series
of two or three numbers represent the numerical day within
the year, and the last number represents the last digit in the
calendar year. There is no letter prefix, but the day numbers
and the year number are separated by the Saginaw “$”
symbol, a square with two lines drawn within it fo make it a
stylized “§”. "§” and year number were stamped with one
stamp, then day number stamped separately, so some
stampings, though very few, are in reverse order of day/year.
Examples 244S5 is the 244th day of 1955 (September 1, 1955);
8657 is the 86th day of 1957 (March 27, 1957). Many early
19585 valves had no stampings. Many early 1955 stampings
did not include the stylized "S”, or had a small version of it.

CYLINDERS (Manufactured by Saginaw): The numbers
are stamped on one side of the cylinder head, no consis-
tency as fo which side. (See Photo #5.) The stamping follows
exactly the same pattern as the valves, including the stylized
Saginaw “S”. Many early cylinders also did not have
stampings. or did not include the Saginaw “S”.
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